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AS every edition , Assayel comes with
something new to let readers know about
the happenings of the couniry in which
provides a lot of valuable infermation
about its activities .

At the present , Oman is celebrating the
73 National day, however we would like
to this opportunity to express our respect
and thanks to His Majesty Sultan Qaboos
- May God protect him - whom the
Sultanate remains in stable and peaceful
situations under his leadership . Assayel
published its 7" edition. What an incredible
occasions like the National daysil

Dear lover of this country, the loyal men
of this country are doing great things in
developing the country, there witnessed
a great relation between Government
& private Establishments and Oman
Equestrian Federation for supporting
its activities and developing them. This
relation is considered as great indications
that frace the volume of united national
cooperation between all establishments,
sectorsand country's corporations, to assist
sports activities generally and equestrian
sports particularly. The main purpose of
development and

planning is fo make
equestrian always
present in the
international and
regional events.
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Display

After that , a group of riders
performed a display on
horse backs presenting their
skills in riding horses and
did some movements that
attracted the audiences.

Camels and horses Al
Ardha

The participated riders
presented the horse Ardha
( type of horse show) in
which participation was
in one line that riders run

in two- two way. They
displayed their great skills
in handling horses like

standingonhorseback while
running. Horse Adha and
Camel’s Ardha were similar
that cavaliers performed
their skills proudly for
their participation in this
festival.
Putting horse to sleep
Number of  cavaliers
presented some skills in
putting horse to sleep which
showed their close love
and relation of horse that
presented in following the
horses their instructions,

which in return was a
another joy to audiences.

ARTS

While the camels and
horse riders were skilful
in their display to different
camels and horse arts, the
Omani art bands displayed
their great performance
of Al Razha , Al Razfa ,
Al Azi and Al Ayyala arts
(Omani traditional arts).
As an indication of Omani
great love of their ancient
heritage, Desert’s pop and
Sea arts mixed in a splendid
view, which attracted the
customers by singing some
traditional arts.

Poem

The poets , Masood bin
Mohammed Al Hamdani
and Said bin Mohammed
Al Maktomi delivered two
national poems describing
the great achievements
which were witnessed
under the wise leadership
of HM to this precious
country .

Conclusion

At the end the performance
of Camel and Horse Al
Ardha , 1* lieutenant
general , Ali Majid Al
Mamari , Mister of Royal
Office , the patronizer of
the festival, roved around
the participated bands of
the festival.




WILAYAT SAHAM

is honoured to celebrate the arrival of

His Majesty Sultan Qaboos
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Wilayat Saham is honoured to celebrate the arrival
of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos — may God Protects
him - by the coming of the two Eid Festival. With
these two occasions, Saham wore its beautiful
garments and celebrated Eid Al fitre . The people
of wilayat Saham showed their great loyalty and
love to HM Sultan Qaboos . the builder of Oman
civilization - May God protects him- .

Celebration
At the first day of Eid , Saham held Camel and
horse s festival at the Celebration ground which

was under the auspices of 1% lieutenant general ,
Ali Majid Al Mamari , Mister of Royal Office.

Participati

More than 120 horses participated from different
part of the Sultanate who raced in appreciation
to this occasion besides the participation of more
than 300 camels and 10 musical Oman traditional
bands of the wilayat.

O A
In organizing of this festival , Celebration
committee of wilayat Saham and Equestrian
Saham ,Oman Equestrian Federation and Saham
Equestrian Committee participated . a lot of
Equestrian fans attended in this festival .The
traditional horse festival is the inauguration of

the Oman Equestrian Federation to preserve the
traditional Al Ardha of horse.

The festival started by the entrance of the
participated horses, the riders performed some
arts of horses in which horses were in beautiful
silver ornaments, ridden by riders repeating Horse
Hampal (kind of horse song) proudly. Later, in a
similar display, camel’s riders displayed a great
performance by singing (Camel Hampal (kind of
Camel song) on Camels backs.
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Palm trees in Al Wada®
ah villages are filled
with the smell of Myrtle
trees which have an
excellent perfumes
that give an energy,
refreshment, love and
hope to the resident
of the farms there. The
fact is (AlYas) does not
mean (despair) in our
linguistic connotation
which is opposite to
hope. Myrtle tree is
a very beautiful tree
which stands against
all despairs waves that
people could face.

Myrtle trees or as we
call it in Oman (Al Yas)
is a small perennial
green trees which
grows usually in wet
and shady places.

The tree has many
branches hold leaves
of leathern structure
with fragrant smell. The
leaves to hold flower

of white to a flower
like and has black pulp
fruits which can be
eaten when ripened.
These pulps are dried
to be spices. It is an
evergreen arboreal
perennial tree can be
grown by seeds and
known with various
names like hamblas,
marseen , basil but
not the usual basil we
know.

There are some local
names for Myrtie tree
i.e Kot Aas in Pharaoh
language which means
“Basil of Graves” , and
known in Greece as “
Amosair”, “ Moanis”
in Latin , *“ Murzabag”
in Persian , “ Hoson”
in Siriani Language , “
Akhmam” in Hebrew
, * Rayhan” in Arabic ,
“Mursi” in Egypt , “ Al
bustani *“ and “ Hadas”
in Yemen.

The Studies proved
that Myrtle tree is very
effective antibiotics
against the bacteria
and inflammation of
glands. It helps to
increase the sleeping
period. It was proven
that it also decreases
the symptoms of cold
and influenza diseases.
The Myrtle’s oil is used
very widely in treating
respiratory system
diseases.

In addition to that, the
leaves of this important
tree are good for
indigestion systems,
dysuria and infections
of urethra. The fruit
is good for diarrhea
flatus in which it is
eaten dry or green. The
Qil is also used as sterile
on wounds. A distilled
water is extracted from
theleavessocalled “The
Angels ‘s water” and
used as nose sterilizer.

B
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After that,
competitions and displays
took place. In this eyent,
the
traditional garments and the
horses wore a decorative
traditional Saddle which is
usually made of silver.

many

horse riders wore

Parade by horses in
Mirbat

The Federation organized
Parade by horse in Mirbat
as a part of the Second
Equestrian Week, which
was held in Salalah Khareef
2007. The Federation “s

main_objective in holding

It was agreed to with the
organizing committee of
Al Khareef Festival in
setting off a complete
schedule of that Parade.
The participants crossed
around 5 km passing
through Wilayat Mirbat
and covering Mirbat's
fort and other places
especially the ones with
high population in order
to give the chance for the
local people and tourists to
see the ornamented horses
ridden by riders who wore
the traditional garments.

Al Fouri wins the
endurance competition

...........

After performing different
traditional sports by number
of cavaliers, H.H gave the
starting sign for the race.
Moreover, he handed over
the memorial gifts to the
sponsored companies of
the event.

The first position was
grabbed by Mohd Al Fori
from CV who gifted a car

while the second position

was occupied by Ameer Al
Balushi . The third winner
was Hussein Al Farsi
while the fourth position
was gotten by Mohamed
Al Balushi. Mazyonah

bl e
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THE SECOND

Equestrian Week

B

Display of Al Ardha ,
tent-pegging , horse
rider’s skills and
Mirbat's show were
the most important
highlights of this
Festival respectively
for Al Khareef
Festival 2007

Successfully,

Oman federation was
able to hold the Second
Equestrian Week that
attracted a lot of viewers
and visitors for a
continuous six days and it
was full of activities. The
traditional activities like
horse show, Tent-Pegging
and horse riders skills
were the most interesting
ones, which attract the
attention of the crowds.

The  Equestrian  week
started on 04 August,
2007 with the corporation
of Dhofar Municipality
and under the patronage
of Oman Observer and
supported by
Ministry of  Tourism,
Dhofar International for
Holding
Investment Co. and Oman
Mobile. Also, the Royal
Cavalry horse riders and
the Wilayat's horse riders

it was

Development,

of the Sultanate were
participated too. The events

of the week continued with
many tourists attendance
from GGC countries and
others who show their

interest in the occasion.

Al Razha and Tent-
Pegging

Atthe beginning, the horse
riders gathered to form
straight lines in a normal
parade. They greeted the
present audiences and then
displayed (Al Tahroob),
which mean marching

in the stadium repeating

some poems of chivalry of

horsemanship in wavering
movement on horse back.
Later, the
performed an interesting
horse skills such as moving

horsemen

on circle by horse riding ,
side- sleeping , standing on
horse back, Hat- Pegging
and Tent-Pegging from the
ground . Some horse men
performed (Al Razha), a
traditional race performs
by standing on the horse

at a breathless speed, in
which they entertained the
audience for more than
one hour and filled the
stadium with excitement

and amusement. What was

more attractive is that the
location of the Equestrian
Displays activity 1S
facing the Municipality
Recreational Centre, which
i1s also led to Ateen’s plain,
one of the wonderful places
that full of nature and green
grass that attract a large
number of tourists every

year.
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In addition to establishing a
special committee for tent-
pegging and traditional
sports.

With this successful leap it
assures again the amount
of development Omani
equestrian . sport  gains
to go along with other
developments and reaches
the levels of Arabian,
Asian and international
equestrians. This is coming
while the Sultanate is
witnessing many outside
participations and hosting
a number of international
competitions to put the
Sultanate in the global map
of equestrian.

The unusual meeting of

the Arabian Equestrian
Federation witnessed the

participation of 1¢ countries
which are UAE, Algeria,
Sudan, Iraq, Kuwait,
Yemen, Tunis,  Syria,
Palestine, Qatar, Lebanon,
Libya, Egypt and Oman.
Jordan, Saudi  Arabai,
Morocco and Bahrain didn’t
come to the meeting. The
meeting discussed many
issues among them the
electing of the new board,
its administrative duties for
the coming four years till
<11, Other issues discussed
were also the re-electing of
sub committees, reviewing
of the financial status and
discussing some presented
papers of some equestrians.
The new head of the

equestrian HE  Sheik/
Mish’al Aal-Thani

reassured the importance
of renewing the idea of
Annual Arabian Equestrian
Federation  Competition
to be an Arabian
demonstration where all
Arab jockey brothers meet
preparing all the efforts
to make it successful and
leaving for the general
secretary to coordinate with
the technical committee
on this matter. There was
an approval to change the
emblem of the equestrian
and this job was assigned
to the Qatari Federation
and within three months, it
will present the suggested

designs. Easy passing of

horses across Arabcountries
for outside participations
between them was also
reassured.
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Oman is a member
in the board of
directors of the

Arabian Equestrian

Federation
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The Sultanate has achieved
a new unique achievement
in the equestrian when
the head of the Omani
Equestrian Federation,
Mohammed bin Issa Al-
Fairoz was chosen as a
member in
directors by the general
assembly of the Arabian
Equestrian Federation
which was re-formed on
the 3™ of last September

in Doha, the capital of

Qatar. HE Sheik/ Misha’l
Aal-Thani is the chairman
of federation. Mr. Shoeil
bin Khalifa Alkawari is
the deputy. General Suhail
Moris Khuri, 2™ deputy.
Mr. Abdulhameed Abbas

Dushti, the secretary
general. Mr. Mohammed
Githyan  Alminhaly, a
treasurer. Mr. Ahmed

Yunis Albadawi. assistant

the board of

of secretary general. Eng.
Hisham Mohammed
Hatab, head of technical
committee in addition to
the membership of Dr
Fuad Ahmed Maki, Sheik/
Hashid bin Abdullah
Alahmar and Mr. Auif
Mohammed AlZaibaq.

for
has

A new committee
traditional  sports
been established along
with showjumping and
endurance committees as
a result of the work paper
which was presented by the
Sultanate this committee
i1s headed by the Omani
Equestrian Federation in
order to give this spots
more interest. Many of
the Arabian federations
enrolled under this
committee (Sudan, Yemen,
Libya, UAE, Iraq, Egypt,
Kuwait). The committee is

asked to put all conceptions
of activities and future
competitions and how
to activate them among
members.

The Sultanate has also
achieved a membership in
many other committees.
Humood bin Sultan
Almahrooki is a member
in the referees committee,
Dr. Thinay bin Obaid
Alshikaily in the vet.
committee, Hasssan bin
Mohammed Albulushi in
the information committee
and Mohammed bin Issa
Alfairoz in the financing
committee. The Arabian
Federation has also agreed
to the suggestion presented
by the Sultanate to modify
some articles of the
equestrian’s basic system
and modify the structures
of financing committees.
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tourism and treatment.
Uwaynat Al-Ghuwail in Al-
Ghuwayl region that is after
14 km south of Ibri has salty
water that people
go to them for tourism and
treatment of skin
There are also hot springs
in Khadal village, the most
famous of them is Al-Hara
spring that’s water degree
is very high, Washal Al-
Qutnee spring which

is always fluent,
Qudayrat

spring that

flows

from

the

There are many water springs
in Ibri that are considered
as beautiful and natural
touristic places. Al-Mafjoor,
Al-Mabuooth, Al-Iragi. Al-

privileged with its hot water for
in winter and cold water in
summer. Its soft breathes of
ir that encourages tourists to

visit it. Bat spring in the north
Aynayn and Al-Durais faljs of Bat village. It consists of
flow in Ibri villages' farms. close water springs; some
Some of the springs in Ibri: of them are potable and
Al-Muhaidth in Mugnaynat others are between bitter and
village. It is a renewal water salty. People go

spring that tourists visit for frequently

swimming and drinking fresh to it

water. Al-Junat spring in

Mugnayat: 2 m depth water

channel and surrounded by

palm, mango and lime

Al-Sukhna

Al-

top of the mountain in to for practicing their favorite Al-Nimer Mountain:
waterfalls, Al-Milaha spring
that has two
is salty and the other one is
fresh and its water remains in

the same level.

hobby. The mountain is an
attractive touristic place and
it is named “Misht” according
to its topographic relief that is
like misht (comb).

this mountain is located in
Eybet mountain in Masken
village that is 75 km away
from the northern east of the
center of Ibri. It is called Al-
Nimer due to the existence
of Al-Nimer (tiger) animal
in it. It is specialized with
its modesty weather for the
whole year, Al-Atam trees,
whole year obtainable water,
hight and many wild animals
like ibex and the spreading of
bees. When you visit it once,
eagerness takes you once
again to it.

springs SOUrses; one

diseases.

Sliding on sands and mountain

e ; There are several gardens,
climbing hobbies

restaurants and parks in Ibn
that people go to them to rest
in vocations and holidays.

There are several locations
that may attract those who
like sliding on sands. Some of
these locations are in the wide
desert of Ibri which are known
with soil areas, Al-Silm n
Ibri, Al-Ramlya in Al-Sayef
and many other locations
spread here and there. There

Kawas Mountain which is a
beautiful location chosen for
people to visit at evening to
enjoy the beauty of Ibri’s
nights where there is soft and
fresh air. These characteristics
encouraged many families as

trees.
spring in
Shahoom
village;

it 1s

are also many high mountains
that give mountain climbing
lovers® a great opportunity
to practice their exiting sport
hobby. Al-Misht Mountain in
Al-Hajer village in Ibri is one
of the places that visitors go

well as individuals to walk or

jog in this wonderful location

that took this position
due to the opening of Ibri
communication satellites
station in 1993,

In Ibri ,the history, heritage
and nature surrounds you
every where. It invites tourists
to see its history, heritage,
falajs and springs. It is really
a natural piece witnessed in
all of its villages.
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Shaikh Naser bin Mohammed
bin Naser Al-Ghafri (1164h-
1750) and it has two towers.

There are also other castles
such as; Al-Aswad castle
in Mugnyat, Bait Al-Oud
castle in Kehnat, Bait Al-
Qarn castle in Hayal that has
several towers, Al-Dereez
castle, Al-Mamoor castle and
Al-Khutum castle.

Harat Al-Ramil: it is one
of the locations that narrate
a life style not existed in the
present days. The special
thing about this Hara relies in
the combination of beautiful
houses built on the foot of
that huge mountain. Most of
the houses are designed as the
modern designs. This beauty
encouraged many people
to visit this hara and take
pictures

of its

wonderful architecture and
unique location.

there are other
relics in Ibri: Al-Amla,
Al-Abla, Al-Marasheed
Fort, Debaishi village, al-
Shanadeed, Al-Khudur
Mosque, Al-Hara castle,
Bait Al-Dake, Bait Al-Oud.
Harat Al-Gulab in Al-Saleef
village, Bait Al-Alaya castle,
Angaith castle, Al-Jamie
castle, Bait Habas in Al-
Hajer, Al-Manzafa Fort, Al-
Harat Al-Sabeekha castle in
Al-Iraqi, Husat Al-Tasaweer
in Al-Hayal, Al-Hawsh In Al-
Kahnat, Al-Shahshah Fort,
Al-Rathef castle,

Moreover.,

Marjab fort in Al-Maroojee
village. There are also some
other locations such as; Al-
Mazem, Al-Subaikhi, Kubara,
Al-Bana, Bat, Al-Wahra,
Hujairmat, Al-Areth, Khudel,
Al-Mahiool, Thaher Al-
Fawares, Belad Al-Shuhoom,
Mashareb, Muqnyat, Ayen Al-
Sawarikh, Mujza, Musken,
Sdadeb, Al-Mamour and Al-
Nujaid, AlHajer, Al-Balida,
Hail Bani Ghuraib, Al-Rahba
and Tan'm and Hujar.

IBRI'S SUQ_

Ibri’s Suq is an important
cultural place and an active
economical and  touristic
station. It is the most famous.

largest suqgs in Al-Thahira
and it has a wide reputation
in the commercial medium as
it is located in the middle of
Ibri and close to the fort. The
Sug’s architect is similar to
the old Islamic sugs. This sug
consists of crowded stores
that opposite each other in a
way that gives the loving spirt
between the people there. It is
still remain a tourist place due
to its beautiful buildings, the
allies connected to the near
houses, the traditional style
in selling the goods (calling)
and its ancient goods.

some of the natural locations
in Ibri

Al-Kattan Cave: the most
beautiful, shining natural
cave in the Sultanate.
It is about 8 km

away from Ibri. near Al-
Iraqi village. The cave stands

alone in its brightness similar

to marble as it is known by

(Marble Cave) and it is very

easily reachable.

Jabal Al-Aflaj Cave: a
vast cave located in Al-Aflaj
village in Ibri. It is one of
the touristic caves of Ibri.
There are also other touristic

attractable caves in [bri.

Qarn Al-Kabesh Park: it is
30 km away from Ibri and
many tourists visit it regularly
due to the continuous flow
of water, shady trees and
easiness to reach.

Wadi Muqgnaynat: that
assists in providing Al-Wadi
Al-Kabir’s dam with fluent
water. This Wadi divides Al-
Mugnaynat village
into two parts; Al-
Hajer and Al-Juna.

It is privileged with
fluent water and -

surrounded by various trees.
Many other wadis flow into
this wadi so that makes it
flow fluently.

Bilad Al-Shuhoom Wadi: it
is privileged with its fluent
along-year water, waterfalls
from Najd mountains and
shady trees such as; Al-
Zamm, Mango and Al-Sider.

Al-Naama Village: it is about
95 km north of Ibri.

SPRINGS & AFLAJS:

They are of the most
important Water wealth that
provide urban of Ibri with
water spreading greenness
and development in life.
Architectural creativity in
building the water channels
due to the elevations of
every area attracts tourists.
This special architecture
emphasizes the Omani culture
and- ‘the -Omani~ peoples’
creativity in such kind of
building.
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Traniated by

Ageela AlrAl L awatiya

Ibri has known in the past as the passage
of the commercial caravans, and today,
it is considered as the passage that
leads to the Omani lands. Natural
beauty is represented in its regions and
villages, and history arises from its allies.
Historical relics like forts and castles
rhyme together with the charming
beauty. Ibri opens its heart for you. As
you leave Dakhilia, lbri, the first region
of Al-Thahira, welcomes you with its
history that lies between its forts and
castles and charming beauty, spastically
Wadi Dhum that is the first welcomer.

T — W [y ——

You can see in Ibri’s desert
Habarah that grass under the
trees calmly. Ibri has taken
this bird as a beautiful symbol
of it and many studies are
conducted about this bird in
order to maintain it.

FORTS & CASTLES

Wilayat Ibri enjoys
many historical
relics, forts and
castles fromancient
ages that record its
people’s  stands
which remain for

ever narrating

for the eyes Ibri’s history and
heritage which some of it is:

Bat: Bat, which goes to
3000 BC. is a historical relic
that is recorded in the World
Heritage’s list in the Unisco
for its historical importance.

Ibri Castle: Ibri Fort is
located in the middle of Ibri
city, beside its suq. It was
built 400 years ago. Nabahina
were the first who established
this fort that was completed
by Sheikh Khater bin Amer
bin Rashid Al-Yaqubi.

Al Ghabbi: awhole historical
city.

Al-Saleef: Al-Imam Sultan
Bin Saif Al0Yaarubi built it
during (11231131- h) (1711-
1718) on the hill of Shanbouh
that look down upon Wadi
Al-Saleef. This fort is known
with its long bailey that
surrounds it of every side and
it has seven towers.

Al-Aynayn Fort: a square,
castellated house built by
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An
MEETING
and A SEMINAR

The equestrian federation has held an open
meeting with the horses owners, couches and
riders in Al Rahba Farm with the presence of
the chairman of the federation, Mohammed
bin Issa Al Fairuz and the federation members.
The meeting started with a word from the
head of the federation who praised the efforts
that every one carried to improve the different
equestrian activities hoping that they continue
this great work and to cooperate with the
equestrian federation to translate the goals
set by the federation into reality. Al Fairuz
mentioned the results of the last season when
the citizens, private and public sector joined
together to achieve that great success. Under
the headline of tolerance, he talked about
the federation plan to announce previously
about these competitions and bringing a
professional couch for this sport. He argued
the institutions to bring couches to encourage

OPEN

them to buy horses and making a new team
to the beginners and improving a tolerance
village in Barka. The federation is working
to construct three villages for tolerance.
two of them in al Shargiya Region and one
in Salalah and setting competitions in the
willayats to encourage riders to participate.
The federation is fully convinced that there
are an excellent horses and riders out there to
participate in this sport. Al Fairuz also talked
about the arrangements of the federation to the
international competition with the supervision
of the international equestrian federation
for the closing ceremony of the season
The federation added a group of .2007/2006
riders reached 10 riders in the international
list among those who are qualified in 120
km races. It is working now to change the
concept of the capability contest through
making it more difficult passing through tough

topographic relieves and

easy ones forcing the rider to.

slow down and some times to
get down his horse for more
than 1 km. The federation
transferred the game to
Dhofar Governorate during
the festival coordinating
with the festival committee
in order to pave the way
to arrange an international
seasonal championship with
participations from the gulf
citizens. The federation is
studying the plan of having
annual camp for tolerance
and capability team in Dhofar
Governorate. Tent pegging is
expected to improve in the
willayats and getting use
of the horses which do the
traditional competitions by
training riders to practice tent
pegging with the same horses.
The federation will have
internal camps and arbitrary
courses and will try to find
suitable ages for this sport.
New grounds will be build
in the willayats for this sport
in order to spread it among
riders and gather other riders
other than the government
members and make it a
popular sport outside Muscat.
The federation intends to
buy the materials used in this
sport and distribute them in
the willayats after its success
in arranging the international
Oman Championship for
Tent-Pegging and winning

the golden medal, seven
silver medal and a copper
medal. The federation is
planning to get more training
through participating in such
.championship

For  hurdle  jumping,
the  federation started
to search for alternative
teams concentrating on the
beginners while keeping
the current team and getting
use of the old players to be
qualified as couches and
increasing gifts to encourage
participants. The traditional
sports were added to the
and 2007/federation in 2006
five grounds were built last
season and another five will
be built in Saham, Al Kamel
& Al Waif, Sur, Bahla and Al
.Buraimi

Al Fairuz went through the
activities and the programme
of this season urging the

audience to  participate
affectively especially in
training the beginners.

Then, he opened the door
for discussions and he
answered the questions of
.the audience

The equestrian federation
held another meeting for
the clubs’ heads and the
horses committees with the
presence of Mohammed Al
Fairuz. In the meeting, all the

activities were distributed

after knowing the abilities of

these clubs and committees
in hosting the competitions
and the activities including
Tolerance, Tent-Pegging,
hurdle jumping andtraditional
sports. The federation head
answered all the questions
of the chiefs and committees
about horse riders and
suggested activities that may

.enrich this sport

On the other hand, the
federation held a seminar for
the working committees after
the meeting with the chiefs
of the clubs and the horses
committees. They registered
all the activities and every
committee set up a plan to
improve and execute their
activities in the whole season.
They all agreed smoothly
and all the activities were
distributed among all the
.willayats of the Sultanate
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You WiILL ONLY POSSESS
A CHARACTERISTICS OF
COURACEOUS HORSE
RIDER IF YOU ARE ABLE
TO RIDE A HORSE WELL. .
BEAR THE HARDNESS OF
DESSERTS AND POSSES
PRIDE AND HONOR, A
HORSE RIDER FOND OF
PUREBRED HORSES AND
CAMELS IS OUR TALK IN
THIS EDITION ,,

ASAYEL HAS THE
PLEASURE TO TALK
ABOUT THE BEAUTIFUL
DAYS OF THE RELATION
OF CAMELS AND
HORSES WITH SHEIKH.

MoHAMMED SULTAN g

Hamap AL MAHROUOI .
- &

£

Personal Data :

ys

Name

Age

: Mohammed Sultan

Hamad Al Mahrougi

: 80 years
Wilayat : Adam

Shiekh. Mohammedbegunhis
talk about his long childhood
memories of horse and camel
riding. “the fondness of Camel
and horse riding goes to my
forefather whose instilled in
me the pride and courage of
horse riding when | was 15
year old™ he says.

Sheikh. Mohammed has
experienced the bitterness
and sweetness of horse and
camel niding. He has been
always with horses and
camels whenever he traveled.
He always traveled by camels
in convoys for many years.
He had happy moments when
camels got chronic diseases.
Sheikh compares camel and
horse like his son for they are
close to him and still always
enjoys their company.

Al Mahrougi talked to us
about his  participations
m camel and horse riding
events, they rode camels very
proudly wearing the Omani
traditional cloths and gird

with Omani daggers, Swords
and rifles while presenting
Al Ardha ( kind of camel’s
show) in the racetracks. He
compared horse as a pnde.
All locals of wilayat used
to gather in one place men
and women and some of
Omani traditional songs were
performed like (Al Azi and
Al Razha) . For a amusement
and joy ., gunshots were fired
in air during the events.

{)cpusitlns -

He told us about the days in
which horse and Camel’s
Ardha is conducted. * Al
Ardha was specially held in
the occasions of Eids festivals
and-Marriages , when guests
come and in Friday of every
week after Aser Prayer in
which riders display their
skills of horse and camels
riding before the audiences™.
He says .

Shawkha & Hilala

When we asked him about the
most beautiful memories ever
had with horse and camel .
he described us the features
of Mahasin, the camel he
inherited that was named so

because it was moon like by
its appearance and beauty.
As for Asayel , the camel he
possessed , Shawakah was
named because it looked so
thin like a thorn,

The closest animal to
himself

When we asked Sheikh.
About which was the closest
to him , he replied us with a
smile of a camel rider that he
was very fond of camels and
horses but he says: © if want to
travel , you will havetoride a
camel because it is the ship
of desert used for long travels
and it is trained to be patient
while horse 15 your company
in all times .

His care of camel and horse

Al Mahrouqi concluded in
the comparison of raising
of camel and horse before
70 wyears , life bitterness he
lived and the government
concerns under the wise
leadership of HM , Sultan
Qaboos to the Omani people
in all developments fields
especially in the equestrian
and camels affairs .

\
.
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Travel and Loading
Ornaments

Uses of camels differ as well
as their ornaments according
to the purpose they are wanted
for. Some camels are mainly
used for travel especially
in the past and for other
critical life conditions in that
period. Therefore, it was very
necessary to beautify them
for success.

The main purpose in
maintaining ornaments to this
kind of camels is that these
ornaments are very helpful
in letting camels bear loads,
long distances and riders in
one hand. On the other hand,
they help in fixing goods in a
proper way on camel’s backs.
The types of ornaments of
this kind of camels are as
fellows:

1- Al Shad ( means
pieces of woods fixed
on camel’s back like a
pyramid) :

It is made to be like a pyramid
shape opened from down so
one can put it easily on the
upper side of the camel’s chest
and it is called (Al gharib). It
is made of two joined piece of
wood connected at the upper
side and pended at the lower
side. [t is weaved from known
materials such as wool. hair
and fibers or other handmade

textiles. The purpose of
weaving in this way is to
keep this ornaments shape
and to stop the paint made
by textiles rubbing the wood
against ( Al garib) and causes
pain for the camel.

2.Al Ghardah :

It has the shape of a rope but
more wider. Itis made of wool

and used to fix (Al Shadad )
on camel’s back by tying its
first end with the lower and
right part of Alshadad under
the animal body particularly
at the back side of the chest
and called Al Zour (a part of
a palm’s tree).

3. Al Mahwi :

[t is the chair in which the
riders sit on and placed at the
end of the camel’s back. This

part is made especially for the
riders’ comfort. It helps rniders
to tolerate all the distance on
one hand and to prevent the
riders’ bodies not to chafe
against the animal’s back on
the other hand. It is just like
an insulator comforts both
animal and rider. It is made of
wool and its front part is tied
with Al Shadad.

4. Al Ja'ed or the
Cover :

[t is a tanned leather and place
on Al Mahwi on the camel’s
back. It is an ornament in
which the riders sit on. The
main advantage of this cover
is that it is very comfortable
because its inside leather
part produces cooling to
the camel’s back and to the
cargo.

5. Al Kharouj :

It is a bag or a suitcase used
for carrying goods and things
and it is normally made of
wool or animal’s hair or fibers.
Its upper part is tied and fixed
with Al Shadad, so to dangle
out from left and right of the
camel’s back.

6. Al Khoutam :

The main bridle of the camel
which is placed on the neck
of it after tied properly and
rolled up to camel’s nose to
control the camel’s directions.
Al Khoutam is a rope made of
goat’s hair or wool in the past
but made of some modern
textiles like nylon in modern
days.

(Racing Camel’s
Ornaments)

This kind of camels gained a
great popularity through the
ages. [t is familiar that human
always loves to have an
excellence in his tastes in most
of his life styles, especially
when it comes to camel, he
is skillful in decorating its
requirements.

Types of Racing
Camels Ornaments:

1. Al Bidad :

Al bidad has a similar
importance of Al shidad and
the difference between them is
that Al shidad is made of two
wooden pieces while Al bidad
is made of wool from outside
and light fiber from inside . Al
bidad has several names differs
from one society to another,
Some called it (Al hasrah) and
others called it (Al mahkabah)
and both names for one
thing. Al bidad is crucial for
racing camels because some
ornaments are fixed on it.

2. Al gardah
3. Al Mahwi
4. Al Khitam

They are already mentioned
earlier and they don’t differ in
their use and types from the
traveling and loading camels.

5. Al Alluhaf or Al
Foutah

It is a substitute of Al ga'ed
tagged leather in the first
type. It is a light cover or a
small towel placed on Al
mahwi, so the rider can sit on
it. It replaced Al ga’d because
it is lighter than it.

6. Al Kifal

It is similar to Al khitaf or a
rope and made of wool and
animal’s hair. A rugby is tied
by Al Khitaf during the race
which is tied to Al bidad
and rubbed around the back
of animal’s body so the rider
is kept safe from falling as
much as possible.

These are the most tools used
to decorate the two types of
the mentioned camels. We
certainly assure that these
ornaments are old inheritance
which is practiced till now.
Generally they differ in the
shape of the materials used
because of change in life

styles.

To mention, these ornaments
differ in their names from
one society to another and
from one country to another
but certainly these are the
initials ornaments used for
the purebred Arabian camels.

Speaking about ornaments,
they are made of professional
gkilled men but by the
time, these ornaments
have undergone a radical
development. There are
some specialized companies
manufacturing these
ornaments in colorful designs
which may be a healthy
phenomenon to keep the
secret of their survival.

@3)



Jgw ) A5 Jat
eee Jke ST LY

oLy gl ol 3 B 55 S g SIS DU Tuligl Bl L] gy o pall Oola il
Jaxi) Aaaimiay AlalSia Aubigad ol U] 5355 (i (Iladl i g ol e
5305 poa ALY Slall o 53 IS (e YA Quaady Jagas @S @l Hgas Jjill el 55
*.Oopasall 33 IH5 Cya AT+ I Jacl B Apaady Jogalll 2
A OIS AT gy O juss
(el (pidol pall 298 ¢ §
plas Y0 Y Uil i 5y =
i VA Bk I Juad plew 5,50 +

A A ppl Jolwdi
E Al A 0LB jlawi * o

LR T S e

e Juad! claglall (pa g 50 * 3 shiaw eyl 9 ol Gle i
A VY VI kel a3 y
www.omanab.com eyttt T *

E =
=

ORNAMENTS

CAMELS

Camels are considered as purebred
Arabian inheritance because of their
usage as a civilized way of transport in
the past and due to their importance in
our modern days. In this text,
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100 palm trees of “Al
Mabsali” and although
they encountered some
diseases but still keep their
performance. Fortunately,
the Ministry of Agriculture
has played a big role to
protect this kind of palm
tree against diseases. A
palm tree needs a special
care that we maintain the
whole season. In order
to keep the palm trees
productive, we give them
fertilizers clean them and
water them in every 9
days. When palm trees
are given a special care
then surely you will have a
abundance production and
God to be thanked after all.
The Government also has
encouraged us to undergo
“ AL Tabseel" through
assisting us because we
have a good advantages
of the fruits and at the
same time, professions of
fathers and forefathers are
preserved .

Family activity

Salim Khamis Al Rashdi
says “we leave unripe dates
or Al Fagoor for about 6
days under the sun. Later
we collect them inside
bags and keep them until
we transport them to some
specialized companies
in collaboration with the
Ministry of Commerce to
be sold in tonnes. About
workers who participate in
the process of Altabseel,
Salim Says : " the number
of the workers varies but
most of the time they are of
one and women play a very
important role in separating
dates while children help in
gleanings.

A social event

Ahmed Khamis Al Rashdi
says “production of
unripe process is an old
Omani tradition and it is
an important social event
of which families gather
to work at one site. Men

and women, young and
adults gather to work
cooperatively and work is
distributed to the whole, so
it is carried out efficiently
and quickly. Cooperation
and joining children has an
important cultural meaning
where inheritances are
transferred to the them in
order to be preserved 1o
the coming generations.

Concern & Support

Mahmood Al Rashdi, one
of the participant in Al
Tabseel custom says: «Al
Tabseel process requires a
preparationandadjustment
that takes long time. The
production of unripe dates
are made in a suitable
quantity that some of them
are utilized for local use
and others are for export.
As a matter of fact, Omani
unripe dates are mostly
interested by consumers
becauseofgoodreputation.
As workers, we get all
facilities and support from

the Ministry of Commerce
and industry. The Ministry
buys from farmers unripe
dates which motivate us to
carry on this professions
not only because of its
income but because this
profession is a part of our
Omani inheritance.

Future visions

Said Salim Al Rashdi says
“summer is full of blessing
and advantages and Al
Tabseel is one of them.
We undergo this process
to produce unripe dates
in 15 days while drying
process lasts for 8 days.
He spoke about production
of unripe dates “ we sell
some of the dates to
consumers in the farm and
the big share is sold to the
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry. The sale activity
is organized in a very easy
way to the farmer and
thanks and appreciation
go to the Ministry of
Agriculture which gave all
care and attention to the
farmers who work in this
process.




(Al Tabseel) is an

Omani traditional

m inherited

Palm tree is an industrial
and agricultural tree at the
same time. From palm tree
we produce food, medicine
and manufacture some

 fooditems and households.

Since long time, Omani
man invested all his efforts
to find new types of palm
trees. For each palm tree,
there is a particular time
and use for utilizing the
fruits. The farmer cuts the

, fruits of ( Mabsili ) ( a type

of palm trees). Al Tabseel is
a traditional way of cooking
unripe dates to be used for
food or exported outside

. the country.

The Omani unripe dates
have got a great demand
in GCC and India which
is considered one of the
biggest importer of Omani
unripe dates.

The Ministry of Commerce
and Industry has specified
the time of delivery so
export activity starts based
on certain rules.

“Al Mabsili” is a name of
a particular type of palm
which fruit is plucked in the
unripe dates process. The
unripe dates of “ Al Mabsili”
gothrough manyprocesses
to become ( Fagoor) which
is the outcome of cooking
of unripe dates. These
fruits are used in many

industries after the drying
process.

“Al Turukbah" is the stove
in which unripe dates are
cooked and “Al Mustah”
is the place where unripe
dates are dried. “Al Mawrid”
is a long rope tied in the
upper side of “ Al Mabsili"
and extended to reach the
ground in which unripe
dates bunches pass along
it to the hand of “"Bunch
Holder” . The “Bunch
Holder” is a person who
receives the bunch passing
along the rope down to the
ground. The purpose of
this rope is to stop unripe
dates from scattering.

“Al Tabseel”

After plucking, the farmer
hires a group of people to
work with him of different
ages, men and women,
boys and girls. Their
number is between 7 to
20 people or more which
depends on the amount
of work and number of the
palm trees. They gathered
in the early morning at the
farm and work is distributed
among them. Some of
them are "bunch cutters”,
some ‘rope holders” and
some workers normally
children ages between 7-
14 years old their job is to
carry the bunch of unripe

dates to the women. The
women separate unripe
dates from the bunches.
Later unripe dates are
taken to"Al Turukbah” (a
stove) by trucks. Dates
are put in( Al Marjal ), a big
pot of 1m x 1m diameter.
Then, water is added to
the dates and mixed up
together. Dates are cooked
in the fire till become soft.
Cooked dates are called (
AL Fagoor). ( Al Fagoor)
is earried to Al Mistah (an
open place) to be dried
under the sun lights. After
5-6 days of spreading Al
Fagoor on Al Mistah, it is
collected from the ground
and this process is called
gleanings. Later Al Fagour
is packed in bags ( Al
jawani). At the same time,
bad dates are separated
from good ones. Then,
the processed dates are
transported in trucks to
be sold to companies to
be exported outside of the
country.

Big advantages

Rajab AL Salti, one of the
local farmer of Wilayat
Biddiyah said: "as a matter
of fact, | have this Al
Turukbah of mine for more
than 14 years and you can
see the shape of it is still
preserved since we started
using it . | have more than
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EQUESTRIAN
FEDERATION

signs a group of
contracts to finance

the m———————
Equestrian Week

Equestrian Federation
signed some agreements
to finance and support the
Equestrian Festival which
was held for the second
time among the activities
of al khareef Festival in
salalah from 4- 9 August,
cooperated with Ministry
of Tourism, Oman Mobile
Telecommunications
company (Oman Mobile),
Dhofar International
Company for Investment,
Dhofar  Company for
Insurance, and Oman
[nstitution for Press and
Publications.

Ministry of  Tourism,
Oman Institution for Press
and  Publications and
Oman Mobile took the
responsibility of supporting
and financing the traditional
sports. These was Tent-
Pegging, running and
knights skills. While Dhofar
international Company
for Investment, Dhofar
Company for Insurance
and Oman Institution for
Press and Publications
supported endurance race
competitions for 80 km on
9" of August.

Mohammed bin Humood
Al Tobi, Under Secretary
of Tourism  Ministry,
Abdullah bin Mohammed
Al Omairi on behalf of
Dhofar Company  for
Insurance, Salim bin Ali Al

Nasri on behalf of Oman
Mobile, Mohammed bin
Issa Al Fairuz, the Head
of Equestrian Federation,
Abdullah Al Rahbi on
behalf of Marketing and
Promoting Committee 1n
the presence of Majid bin
Yasir Al Rasbi, member of
the Administration Council
and the Head of Traditional
Sports Committee, signed
the contract.

The singing of the of the
four contracts crowned
the efforts of Marketing
and Prompting Committee
throughout the previous
period and it is another
feature for Equestrian
Federation to search for a
big relationship with the
supporting institutions
in view of its success iIn
gaining this contracts with
institutions  that finance
one activity which is the
second Equestrian Week in

Salalah Festival. That was
an important step to find a
real partnership with other
institutions. This festival
aims to include tourism
and sports in view of the
different competitions that
attracted lots of tourists
in that unique grounds
facing the Municipalities
amusement Centre 1n
Ateen.

Al Tobi: The contract
supports tourism and
sports

Mohammed bin Humood
Al Tobi, Undsr Secretary
of Ministry of tourism
assured that the ministry
will not delay any support
to the sports that reflect the
traditions of our ancestors
and tourism of Oman,
Equestrian is the most sport
reflecting our traditions
which encourages us all
to conserve and revive

this sport. Al Tobi points
out that the ministry was
and is still cooperating
with the Federation in the
occasions and activities
and encouraging tourism
rounds which enables
the tourists to view these
unique sports,

Al Tobi clarified that
Equestrian conveys a vivid
image about a country that
has an important role in
the history and its name
is connected with horses
and courage through the
different ages. That is
why Omanis make sure to
take care of these animals
and raise them well
This connection between
Omanis and horses reflects
an honest image to the
tourists and attract them to
search deeply in the history
of Oman.
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8- when building a
new house.

8~ while wheat
harvesting

9- while dates

harvesting.

10- welcoming Wali
in Eids: Eid Alfeter
and Aladha.

11- weddings
celebrations

12- weekly
entertainment.

The contemporary

Omanis do Al Razha

in the following

OCCcasions:

I - entertainm

2- national
celebrations

3~ religious
celebrations: Eid
Alfter and Eid
Aladha.

4- weddings
celebrations.
5~ welcoming formal

and important
quests.
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Al Razha is the axt (f/:/’i}f/lfi}'!_{f with ﬁu'[s and it is also poely
competition. V/ lu'j att was U:'T(ff.[ to exptess the ;Jewf?le s neec/s to
the Imams and Walis. It was an announcement to the waz,
gm_’/wn}-lg wariors, announcing vietotry and Spf“zeafﬁng peace
!}efu.-'(fm quct‘fm[mg ;‘Mﬂp/ﬁ. It works as f_'Ae _){{-)/[{}U.'iﬂg.‘ when
;)6();?[6 statt (/’nm-".!f?'zin_q all the men gaf;m‘f to make the decisive
decision and every poet in the w'[!ngcf prepares a ;memﬁrz the
occaston. ﬁeop/{f consider allazha as an entestainment mean.
Some prove themselves z}l_ﬁg}zf{ny /}_L;ﬁu'! and shield. This axt
has its own stuict wules and c[i&('c;r}[z'ﬂes. Poets also show their

skills in compostng praise, [uue, sative and viddle poetuy.

Al Razha is an Arabic
expression means that
the warrior strives to
keep himself stand
still and resists falling
down due to the foil’s
weight. The traditions
of jumping high with
the sword, no matter
its weight 1is, and
catching it from its
handle when coming
down to the ground
are still from the
distinguished skills of
this art.

Al Razha has many

types defers in
the participants
movements, the
rhythm of the

movements, the meter
of al Razha and the
theme of the poetry.

When two tribes meet
in Al Razha, each
tribe must brings
its drums that are
often inherited from
ancestors. There are
two types of drums

called Kaser and
Rahmani, that are hit
with stick in each side.
In al Razha, people
line in two long,
parallel rows and
the drummers move
in between the rows.
When the drums and
the songs finish from
one side, the other
side start drumming
and singing. There
are different names
for Al Razha types,
each indicates a
feature regarding

poetry, movements or

a place. Some of these

names are:

I- Al Razha Al
mas hooba
(dragged): love or
praise poetry.

2- Razhat al Harbeyat
(war): satire,
battle conferment,
announcing victory
and spreading
peace.

3- Razhat al Hawama:
one side stand stay
in its place, often 1s

the host side, while
the othersidecircles
in a complete round
around the field,
then parallel with
the other side before
starting another
round again.

4- Al Khalidya Razha:
ascribed to Wadi
Bani Khalid.

5~ Razhat al Naheya:
the two side of
Hambel becomes
one which divides
later into two sides,
each stands facing
the other side.

Omani people gather

to do alRazha in the

following occasions:

1- preparing for a
battle.

2- celebrating a
victory.

3- spreading peace
between two

quarreled tribes

4~ preparing for
sailing

6- celebrating arrival
safely from sailing

T~ after fire extinction.
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Horses have got a special
place to the Arabs since
old times. These animals
were used in wars as
means of transportation,
and something that makes
the person proud between
his relatives and friends.
This consideration for
horses has been passed to
this era. the grandchildren
and especially shieks,
kings. chiefs take care of
horses. They established
equestrian federations,
clubs and committees to
take care of horses and
arrange vyearly lots of
festivals and races. These
institutions also encourage
participants with prices to
continue their great work
with horses.

As a result, many people
have a great interest in
books that specialized In
horses. Assayel is trying
to present some aspects
of these valuable books
becauseitstrongly believes
that these books are a very
important reference for
those who want to buy and
raise horses. The world of
Horses is great and huge,
and surrounded by lots of
sciences and principles
that tell us about how
to train and raise this
beautiful animal.

Perhaps the book of the
Arabian Horses, by DR.
Falah Mohammed Al Ani,
is one of the most important
and modern bibliographies
about horses. The book has
248 pages divided into 12
interacted and connected
sections. The first section
is a historical background
about horses in the
Arabian area. The next
three sections talk about
horses in Islam, horses in
the Arabic art and horses
in the Bedouin life. Two
sections were specified for
horses’ types, uses and the
ways of raising them. Due
to the importance of the
hypo-gene diseases to the
horses. there is a section
discusses the different
diseases that may infect
horses. The last section
discusses the infectious
diseases.
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focuses in many Stone City
Doors Designs and Capital
of Old Zanzibar.

“Omani: Oasis’ of Sultan
Qaboos University
“Welcome to Oman
Environment — Oman My
beautiful Country” for H.E
Mohammed AlFZubair, the
founder of Bait Al Zubair,
is a book includes photos
about Oman displayed in
this fair and caonsidered
as a complete record of
charming natural beauty of
all parts of Oman.

‘Oman and Royal Maria
Teresa Fair® a story of
Austrian silver currency in
the Arab countries.

The International Fairs

participations :

- "Weil — Culture's faces”™ of
Santa Luis in Us .

- “Culture and Trade in
Oman” of the Directorate
General of Tourism &
Ministry of Commerce
and Industry & the Islamic
Cultural Centre in Holland.
"Queen Salmah ,: Behind
Veil” of Miss Salama
Institute in UK,

- "The Omani Week" of

Ministry of Information that
held in Brazil.

Omani Old House :

Bait Al Zubair continues
its growth based on good
knowledge of a lot of
developmental projects under
study. The last edition was a
symbol of Omani city house of
the period from 1920 to 1970.
Visitors are taken in a tour
around this historical house.
They can watch a number of
pictures and rare maps which
documented Muscat and the
changes that took place.

Publication

Bait Al Zubair published
a photographed book
tited “Oman, My beautiful
country.” The founder of Bait
Al Zubair took photographs
through which he reflects
the beautifulness of
Oman's regions particularly
mountains, wadis, coastlines,
oasis, deserts and sea.

The book was published
in Arabic, English, French,
Germany and Japanese and
it is a great source of Oman'’s
environment. This book was

The Museum exhibits
are considered
a complete set
of wonderful
inheritances

the first edition .of Bait_ Al
Zubair, During July, 2003,
the ‘second ~ edition titled
“Pictures of Dhofar” belongs
to H.E Mohammed Al Zubair
was— published. The third
book titled . Oman an old
givilization, a modern country
towards economy based on
knowledge and services” was
published in coordination with
Publication Department of
Trinity Coellege,*Dublin. The
book is written by Professor,
Finsent Mikbariti and H.E
Mohammed Al Zubair. The
book illustrates the progress
that took place in Oman
during all periods of history.

“It is a great pleasure for me
and my family to have the
opportunity to contribute in
presenting one of the ancient
Omani heritage . Our aim is
not just limited in presenting
the Omanirich heritage but to
work to preserve it and search
for its meaning. We are proud
that we could display our great
collection to all interested
citizens, researches, visitors
and whoever cares for this
wonderful country.”

H.E Mohammed Al Zubair
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Mohammed Al Zubair:

Inauguration

BaitAl Zubar was inaugurated
as a museum in Feb, 1998 by
the order of son of Sheikh Al
Zubair, HE. Mohammed bin
Ali Al Zubair when he decided
to transfer it to a museum and
prepares it for that purpose.
The contents of the museum
reflects the Omani culture and
the public inherited goods.
The architectural style which
decorates the house also
reflects the simple old Omani
building style.

Four main halls

The museum contains four
main halls; the first one is
for household requirements
and contain engraved
silverware which are coffee
cups, incense-burners and
rose waters sprays. These
materials are widely found in
all cities and Omani regions.

The second hall includes
jewels and ladies garments
and has wonderful Omani
cloth collections that shows
different Omani fashion
styles. These garments are
made manually and usually
stitched by golden and silver
threads. The jewels which
are designed beautifully and
masterfully are very important
and sometimes includes
some Quranic verses to
protect their users against

envy.

Swords and firearms hall
is the third hall which holds
a collection of swords and
firearms as a clear indications
of the Omani daily connection
with them. Swords have
sheath made of Ileather
engraved by silver threads.
Shape and design of swords
go back for more than 600
years ago. Ariffle called ( Abu

i
e -il‘-'.—z-l__‘-—fil'_—_-'.—_ e L —
e @ B 7y e L

Fateelah ) is displayed in this
hall which appeared firstly
in the Arabian Island during
the 16" century and was
manufactured in Al Dhakhilya
Region in Oman in the 17"
century.

Khanjars (daggers) hall is
the fourth hall and contains
a description of how parts
of Omani Kkhanjar are
manufactured and how
Omani silversmith masters
the decoration of khanjar with
beautiful designs and patterns
which made it distinguishable
from other khanjars in other
parts of Arab World. The
hall also has a collection
of kohl sticks (eyeliners),
Omani caps, turbans and
shalls, tweezers, buckles,
strips, Omani dishdasha
and attractive collection of
different Omani handmade
khanjars.

Omani Folklore Hall

Here you can watch different
folklores from most of wilayats
of Oman displayed through
TV.

Outside displays

Bait Al Zubair plays an
important role in the Omani
society represented in
providing free education
services of Oman’s history
for school, colleges and
universities students through
advance reservation. This is
done by English and Arabic
tourist guides. Questions
papers are distributed to
different ages groups of
students so that they get used
to watch, learn and listen at
one time.

BaitAl Zubairalsoarranges an
educational visits to schools to
display its ornaments outside
the museum to let students

understand intermixture of
civilizations.
Consultant
Bait Al Zubair acts as

a consultant to some
establishments which deal
with the cultural and heritage
reservation. It was chosen
recently to represent the
Sultanate in some workshops
which were organized by
UNESCO in Egypt and
Qatar.

Exhibitions

Bait Al Zubair hosts a number
of local exhibitions as well as
foreign ones. Beside that, it

takes part in tourist fairs and
international occasions which
have a connection with the
Omani heritage .

Fairs Hosted by Bait Al

Zubair :-

- Manah : Bless from God
for Dr. Sumeen Bandiaw,
Liverpool University
— United Kingdom- in
coordination with British
Council and Omani History
Association. It was about
the architectural arts of Old
Manah.

- "“Doors of Zanzibar" :-
Memories of Omani History
— Photographer, «Afeh
Ghaw”, in coordination

with German Embassy and
Omani History Association.
It was about photographs
of Doors of Zanzibar and




Bait
Al Zubair

The Museum

Bait Al Zubair is a glowing history
and a rich present which talks about
a deep-rooted civilization. Omani
glorious history spreads among its
sides. This museum is considered

one of the richest museums of the ! ili
Sultanate which includes an ancient
Omani monuments.

History

The history of Bait Al historical Muscat;
Zubair goes back to  the capital of Oman.

theyear1914whenit 1 was a gathering
was built by Shiek Al

Zubair bin Ali. It was
named previously
(Bait Al Bag) means

place of statesmen,
VIPs, writers and
scholars. Besides, it

(Gardens’ house). It
is located in the old

was also opened for
all guests.
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Wive

Ministry of
SPORTS AFFAIRS

One of the aims

of the program
is to encovurage
the practicing of
equesirian sport
and to develop
participants skills

THE MINISTRY OF
SPORT AFFAIRS
ORGANIZES A
DISTINGUISHED
PROGRAM FOR
THIS SEASON OF
THE YEAR. A LOT

OF SPECIAL SPORTS
WERE ENTERED AND
WITNESSED A GREAT

PARTICIPATION
FROM CITIZENS.
THIS PROGRAMS

AIMS AT MAKING THE
BEST USE OF YOUTH
SKILLS AND TO OPEN
DOORS FOR GREATER
OPPORTUNITIES FOR
THEM BY UTILIZING

ESTABLISHMENTS
AND NATURAL
LOCATIONS FOR

PRACTICING SUCH

SPORTS.

The Seasonal Equestrian
program

This program was SO
special that there was
an attractive glow and
concordwithhorses hoofs.
Skillful participants ook
part in this event, which
was distributed based
on specific schedule and
certain locations.

Objective of the program:

The main purpose of this
program was to fill leisure
time of the youth during
the summer. The Ministry
meant to  encourage
engagement of the youth
in this sport, to focus light
on its importance, develop
their skills and motivate
them to love this sport.

Training the participants

The Ministry of Sports
Affairs has set a special
program as to encourage
this old sport in different
wilayats of the Sultanate
by providing professional
experts and provision
of equipment at the
training places with all
equestrian  accessories.
The trainers made sure
that  participants  get
their basic knowledge

and proper procedures

for riding horses and

how to deal with them
bearing in mind the ages

of participants.
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OMANI CUSTOMS
IN THE HOLY MONTH
OF RAMADAN

/
—

Al Karankashou is a
children celebration
in which they wear the
best colourful cloths.
Al Karankashou begins
just after the Iftar in
15" of the holy month
Ramadan, children go
wandering from house
to house chanting the
poem (Karankashou
, oh people, give us
some sweais and
candies) . There are
a special sweats
prepared for children
in this day.

Children perform the
rhythm of the poem by
striking two shells with
each other. The term
“Al Karankashou”
indicates the sound

that comes when the
outside part of two
shells strike with each
other. At the present
time , children perform

Al Karankashou in an
empty metal cans
like milk cans that
tied inside with ropes
to support children
to carry them easily.
In some of the
Sultanate regions, this
celebration is called
( Karankahou ) , a
distorted term of the
word(AlKarankashou).
In Al Dhakilya region,
children perform the
rhythm by striking
two stones with each
other and it is called
( Touk Touk) ,which is
an indication to the

sound that comes
when hitling two
stones continuously.

In fact , the rhythm of
the Al Karankashou's

celebration has
been inherited from
one generation to

another and it differs
in accordance to

the response of the
house visited in which
children ask for sweets.
If children are given
the sweets, they start

praising the visited
people and wish them
the best and if not so,
they neglect them
and wish them bad
things. In Al Dhahira
region, the term ( Al
Talmees) is called for
this celebration , which
means that children
request for sweets and
candies when they
stop at the doors while
performing songs of Al
Karankashou .

( Al Raboob) is one of
the terms indicate to
this celebration and
it is derived from one
kind of the sea shells
which are used by
the children in rhythm
adjustment .
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EQUESTRIAN FEDERATION

discusses spreading sports, horse caring and races in Salalah

The Equestrian Federation
discussed the importance of
spreading sports and races
and horse caring in Dhofar.
That was through a meeting
held by Mohammed bin Isa Al
Fayroz,the Head of Equestrian
Federation, with the horses’
owners and the presence of
Sayyid Munther bin Saif
Al Busaidi, Deputy Chief
of Marketing and Tourist
Promoting Committee. They
discussed transparently and
honestly the problems that
face the owners in Dhofar
and set the suitable solutions
for these problems.

Al Fayroz started talking
about the federation
programmes which include
working as can as possible to
activate the different activities
in Dhofar, concentrating

on two sports in the current
time, “Tent-Pegging and
Capability.” This is because
the federation noticed that the
horses” owners are interested
in these two types of sport,
and the federation will deal
equally with those who have
concerns with horses” sports.
It also encouraged all horse’s
owners to participate in the
competitions and promised to
support them financially, as
it did with horses™ owners in
the other regions, in case they
want to participate.

“Horses owners should use
the grounds in front of the
Entertainment Municipality
Centre for practising their
skills, and we will support
them with Tent-Pegging
materials and coaches.”™ Al
Fayroz added.

Marketing

Sayyid Munther bin Saif Al
Busaidi talked about the role
of Marketing Committee and
said,”"wehavespecialconcerns
about Salalah, because it
has a vital role in tourism,
and holding championships
here will be a very profitable
work. Sayyid Munther added,
“We hope that the Equestrian
Federation will have an
active role in encouraging
people from all ages to
participate in this sport in
order to get a large number of

- audiences, and it will be easy

to find companies that will be
pleased to take the auspice of
the companionships.”
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it by my own handwriting
and I still remember that
sentence which was written
in that speech says . this
honorable lecture is written
and dedicated to my brother
in Islam and our friend in
death and life ,Matar bin Ali
bin Mahfood Al Mashrafi.”
Definitely, this handwriting is
more than 100 years old.

HE NEVER  WRITES
POEMS:

I asked him. “These interests
of learning & education and
your possessions of religious
books did not motivate you to
write some poems? especially
that you read a lot of books
and memorized a lot of,
“Jawahr Al Nidam,” Book for
Imam Al Salmi”?. He replied,
*I become very pleased when
you remind me of that book
which is very famous Islamic
book might has every house
in Oman.

Al Darmki added, *1 used to
read this book every day for
the purpose of learning some
Islamic principles that are
presented in an easy and direct
language by Imam Al Salmi

— Allah mercy on him —. 1
have never thought of writing
poems because poetry is a
very wide science connected
with many other sciences,
like syntax and semantics. |
have several trials in writing
poems but 1 did not go on
because my main focus was
to learn and maintain myself
and my children on how to
worship Allah and follow His
instructions.”

6 WIVES:

I asked him, “"How many
times have you married?”
He said, “I have married sex
times, the first marriage was
when I was 15 years old and
my last marriage when I
was 70 years old. I was not
have any children from them
because they died when they
were young. Some people
suggested to me to chang
my name, “one of traditional
customs that related to
envy and pessimism due to
repeated number of wives or
husband’s deaths.” I refused
that idea and prayed to Allah
and the last wife has remained
with me and I got 4 sons and
6 daughters from her.

TRAVELING:

He said, “1 have traveled a lot
between Al Dhakilyah Region
which is my birthplace and
Al Batinah regions which has
become my Residence. He
added. “I have traveled to the
most of the Gulf countries.
I have also some interests
in medicine using the Holy
Quran in cure number of
diseases  which includes
snake bits and scorpions sting
and others like fever... etc. 1
make a lot of old handicraft
such as shoes, traditional
mats, carpets made of palm
leaves, climbing palm ropes
and whatever related to
palm’s industry.

He narrated also “l do my
own works and I read books
too. People come to my home
to visit me in order to seek
learning and knowledge while
I set under a very old prickly
pear tree where I have made
a place for me. In addition
to its shadow and refreshing
air, I used to reap some of its
delicious fruit which covers
the house needs and I sell the
rest in Barka s market.
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Khalfan Bin Hamed Bin Saif Al Darmaki
His village Al Janainah flourished by him

AGE @~
HARVESTI

Khalfan Bin Hamed
Bin Saif Al-Darmaki

Wilayat Barka since 1917
over 70 years old
Six fimes
3
56
70 years old
10 years old

Learning and teaching

Although ,His youngest daughter
is smaller than him by 80 years,
his memory still remembers
the youth age when he started
reading the Holy Quran by
memorization as well as sayings
of the Prophet. When he paused
to have a rest which uvsually go
hand in hand with some prays

in order to refresh his memory, 1
took the chance to travel deeply
in his long memory.

I have known him since
I came to this life and
everybody knows him in
his village his children and
grandchildren are proud
of him that he remained a
good reference in most of
the religious issues.

[ visited him at his shadowed
house with trees at every
corner. | listened with his
children to his interesting
stories that represent the long
memory. When I asked him
about his youngest child he
said that she is a 10 years old
daughter, and then [ asked her
to sit beside her father in order
to take a very memorable
picture for the two.

In the beginning, I asked him
about his birthplace and since
how long has he been in this
lovely city, “Barka™. He said,
“You are recalling a very
long memory, I was born in
Qaroot in Wilayat Izki and 1
came with my father to Barka
when I was almost six years
old in Barka, 1 completed
what I have started learning

of The Holy Quran and
Arabic calligraphy in Qaroot
by some teachers.

WORK IN AGRICULTURE:

| asked him about the
different activities that he has
done since he was in Barka,
and said “since I was young,
I have been working in the
activities of agriculture.
This farm that you see was
abundant with different types
of Omani original fruits
especially mangoes, lemon,
banana, quince and olive
trees. There are also palm
tress and grasses as well, Due
to shortage of water, a few
palm trees remained standing
firmly in the farm. Praise
be to Allah my children
take care of the farm that
contains different types of
palm trees which they harvest
every year. Some of my
children have some interests
in manufacturing various
materials used for cultivation
works and cutting of palm
leaves.

RELIGIOUS AND ARTS
INTERESTS:

He talked about his other
interests saying “I am very
fond of learning and reading
books since my early
childhood. 1 possessed a very
religious and arts collection
to read from them and search
for knowledge. I don’t posses
books for only decoration as
most of people do nowadays
but I read them curiously and
revise them from time to time.
Therefore, praise be to Allah,
I have become a reference for
most of religious and social
events such as contraction of
marriage, Imam of prayers,
speaker of Eid's talk and
others.

He added “1 still keep a very
old Eid’s speech in which I
used to read to the prayers in
both Eid al adha and Eid al fitr.
This speech was written by
Sheikh Said bin Suliman Al
Namani, “aknown writer and
poet during that time.” I have
taken the speech and wrote

1!
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Since pre-Islamic time,
camel has been one of the
greatest Arab fortunes.
Islam has allowed to eat 1ts
meet and drink its milk.

Many verses of the Holy
(Quran) talks about the
camel which indicates its
importance in the way it
is created and its body
structure.

Many years ago, pilgrim
convoys to Mecca came
by camels from Arab
Gulf and other Islamic
countries. These convoys
traveled days and several
months loaded with water
and food. This indicated
that human was in a close
connection with camels in
terms of cultural, social
and economic aspects.

Camel played a very
important part in human

life, therefore, it is called
“the desert’s ship” which
is pointed out in verses of
the Holy Quran. Camels
are still used by many
people particularly Arab
tribes who use them as a
food and carrier in addition
to several benefits such as
their leather industries.

Allah Has asked people to
look at His great creations
in the Universe by
mentioning the creation of
camels, rising of heavens,
fixing of mountains on the
ground and straightening
of earth. Camel is created
in a very creative way and
it is one of the animals that
is distinguished by its huge,
strong body and strange
behavior.

Our Prophet Mohammed
(Peace be Upon Him) also

praised the camel in many
sayings “camels are a pride
for their owners™.

He also advised people to
give them most concern
and kindness. One day the
Prophet passed near a very
exhausted camel and said
to the camel’s owner ** Fear
God in these animal, ride
them well and eat them
well™.

Some Muslim  Imams
cited from the Prophet
Mohammed (God blesses
Him and peace be upon
Him) that blood money for
a free Muslim is a hundred
of camels, following the
example of the Prophet
(peace be upon Him) when
His grandfather Abdul
Muttalib redeemed His
father Abdullha with 100
camels.
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A Story Of
a KNIGHT

A 15 years old girl, fall in love with horses and together
pass @ way in the equestrian world and achieved
honorable results. A rider that gathered her love for
horses, her curiosity in astronomy and her studying.
She got her elegance from horses, her brightness from
astronomy and success from knowledge. Assayel had
the pleasure to have this feminine conversation with
the rider Fatima bint Abdullah Al Jarwaniya.

Fatima bint
Abdullah Al
Jarwaniya

Education: Grade 11

Student in Al Qurm
School

Hobbies: equestrian,
astronomy and reading.

First Steps

She started equestrian
when she was in class 9,
encouraged by one of her
friends who is greatly in
love with horses. Fatima
received a great care at
Royal Court Affairs.

Hesitation and
fear.... Waiting and
entertainment

When Fatima first started
training, she was hesitated
and scared to get injured.
On the other hand, she was
anticipating a bright future
in equestrian.

Effort and persistence

Fatima joined the beginners
department (Hambal). but
she didn’t continue there
so long and she moved to
the races department. She
didn’t achieve that easily
but after a great effort
and patience and under an
intensive training from her
coach.

Equestrian and
school

Fatima faced a problem at
the beginning to balance
between her studying and
hobby. However, she could
compromise between her
studying and hobby through
some directive tips from
her teachers and parents.

Participations and
awards

Her first participation was

in the (Hambal). Her first
race was in the second

round of the royal races in
2007 in Al Adiyat. She got
the second place.

Appreciation

Fatima sends her thanks
to the Royal Equestrian
through Assayel for helping
her to be a great rider and
participating in races with

her wonderful coach.
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Al-Malih is one of the most favorite traditional
foods not only in the Sultanate, but also
in many of Gulf countries especially shore
people who depend on fishing as their main
job. People prefer eating Al-Malih in summer
as their ancestors did in the past and because
of the plentifulness of fish during summer. Al-
Malih is still considered as the main resource

for fishermen. Although there has been an
amazing development in the fish canning,
dehydration and tinning, people still prefer the
oldwayofthismanufacture.Housesinsummer
are always supplied with Malih box and some
people takeitwiththemintheirtravelsoutside
the country.

Tranlated by

Aqeeln Ali Al Lawatiya

Manufacturing

There are several

stages to make

Al-Malih.  First,

great quantity of

fish is brought in

then it is all cleaned.

After taking the head

out, the fish is cut into

slides and soft salt is dredged

numerously to cover all the fish’s

parts. Al-Malih is then putted into tin

boxes that are replaced nowadays with

plastic ones and it stays there between
three to four months before eating it.

Preparation

It is washed first with boiled water and
skin and bones are taken off. Then it is
replaced in a plate with little water and
lemon and it is covered for 30 minutes
before its ready to eat with white rice.
This is the most famous way of eating
Al-Malih, but others prefer to eat it in Al-
Makboos way.

Kinds of Al-Malih

Al-Kana’d, Al-Sihwa and Al-Habsa fish
are used in making Al-Malih. Al-Kana’d
is the best kind of Al-Malih fish as it
stands up the sun heat, does not

spoil easily, remains for more

than ten months without

being rotted or losing its

nutritious value and

keeps its tenacity and

features.

Al-Habsa comes in

the second place

due to its price

and preference

as its features

are close to Al-

Kana’d. It 1is

high quality fish

with good taste

Moreover, Al-

Sadha fish comes in

the third place in Al-

Malih’s list. Although

it is delicious, it can not

stand the sun heat for a
long time, can not be putted

in the box for more than three
months or it will get rotted and lose
its flavor,




A Sl ey 2 25
Gl Alayd A Slaw e
Jsus gty Auda Ok 1
e dly Jds Lud )@ He A e
pleidly 4 aey Adlany 53
Jssd! Jaliols Aunent! ¢l
OlEay @2l A jall
J9dll i pag Dlomial g Auda
e Las Ailaludl gyl Ay pall
plodl (Juadl oird Ades gl
2 Lanlue 28530 Hag Joudl!
AuwdlIl Adomll Ao Ludit o1 00
Crnaalulll (pa Aallly 3%y

ST le e codall J5% 1 g

SBL e Aumen Suld

Lo st Aagyl o1l Jun!
N 0 wyla aleer Luiyd
Jsuidl 238 yiady iles JU
2 Jludt OWMw (Ladi o
ot Ol o) Saghl 4B g llal

Sili>ly  Juwl  golaud
JB e Aypllall Olagal

O aBsisy  Aalnll Olgnt
Gt masll Oledlie o
e aaggad g lelegd da duals
BAs aiay @ly Addalud) ga
ASHLAL Gle 115l (e Aunan)
Sdie sualy by OBLuT! 2
Cldes 2 lghe Balaiw¥! F




| OR

ARABIC HORSES
from France
Join Ibri Association

[bri Association
for horse races had
bought four Arabic
horses from France
with an amount of RO
45.,000. These horses
are considered the
best races progeny in
the world. They have
done the quarantine
procedures in Al
Rusailandhavepassed
the required tests.
They are expected
to participate in this
season’s competitions
especially after
they got used to the
Sultanate atmosphere.
The aim of the
association from
buying these horses
wasn’t just for races,
but for the delivery
process due to the
fact that the Arabian

horses are well known
of the good qualities
that will be inherited
by other progenies.
This step from the
association members
i1s a clear sign for

their knowledge,
superiority, their
consideration for

horses and their good
relationships with
the horses owners
outside the Sultanate,
which made it easily
for them to buy the
best qualities of
horses. These horses
are  expected to
enrich the local area
with competition and
entertainment among
competitors and high
outcomes for their
OWners.




A5
ol_J

——r

Y _.q._.“_..w.._._ﬂ.. 3...9.__0.._ T A% L hal Bl ppas T [[aadss .,.......".l.....,,.. woF dnarBuemyegEyYns SuTysos
e b)) i e o e =t M T odat vy P oavaowos * TR a0

rfre ferteh s e R iR D e fimee e AT e goy) TLINI4ANI
it [ Cied a2 o2 T e oy el e e 7R 8

rlrrp L g ol v e — e 1 e e It @R e B e rend ipfr e Fe0 ey o0 et e v svefin o0 e (TR | D ST et T ey




A
(R el VB YR i
s T B - =
? S S .— B _ AL FAIRUZ TRADING & CONT.CO.LLc

4 TEREX

196 24561628




